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Mr. President 
 
Ireland welcomes the delegation of Indonesia and thanks it for its presentation.  
 
Ireland welcomes progress since the last review and Indonesia’s engagement at the Human 
Rights Council.  We urge Indonesia to expand its cooperation with UN human rights 
mechanisms through extension of a standing invitation to the Special Procedures of the 
Council.   
 
Ireland notes with concern the resumption of executions in Indonesia since the last review and 
considers the current revision of the penal code to be a good opportunity to address this. Ireland 
recommends that Indonesia put in place a de facto moratorium on executions, with a view to 
revising its legislation on the death penalty and ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the 
ICCPR and to consider ratifying the other core human rights treaties including the Optional 
Protocol to ICESCR, the Optional Protocol to the CRC on a communications procedure, the 
Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol as well as Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court and to prioritise progress on equality and anti-discrimination.  
 
We recognise that some challenges in Indonesia relate to implementation of existing legislation 
rather than legal provisions themselves.  In that regard we share the concerns of the Human 
Rights Committee and CEDAW regarding the implementation of local regulations that are in 
contravention of Indonesia’s international human rights obligations, for example the use of 
corporal punishment and the imposition of dress codes and other limitations on the daily lives 
of women in Aceh.  We also share the concerns expressed by the Human Rights Committee 
regarding the use of security apparatus to punish dissidents and human rights defenders.  
 
Ireland recommends that Indonesia ensure that existing legal and constitutional provisions 
protecting human rights in particular expression, association and assembly are fully 
implemented nationwide,  repeal discriminatory local by-laws in violation of Indonesia’s 
international obligations and in some cases its own constitutional guarantees; take sufficient 
enforcement action to prevent extremist groups from harassing, intimidating and persecuting 
religious and other minorities; and that officials in the legal and judicial system are provided 
with sufficient training to ensure the fair and impartial administration of criminal justice. 
.  
 
Thank you 
 


