TREATY SERIES 2016
No. 12

Association Agreement between the European Union and the
European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States,
of the one part, and the Republic of Moldova, of the other part

Done at Brussels on 27 June 2014

Ireland’s Instrument of Ratification deposited on 17 April 2015

Entered into force on 1 July 2016

Presented to Dail Eireann by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade



L 260/4 Official Journal of the European Union

30.8.2014

ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT

between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member
States, of the one part, and the Republic of Moldova, of the other part

PREAMBLE

THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM,

THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA,

THE CZECH REPUBLIC,

THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK,

THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY,

THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA,

IRELAND,

THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC,

THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN,

THE FRENCH REPUBLIC,

THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA,

THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC,

THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS,

THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA,

THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA,

THE GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG,

HUNGARY,

THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA,

THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA,

THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND,

THE PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC,

ROMANIA,

THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA,

THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC,
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THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND,
THE KINGDOM OF SWEDEN,
THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,

Contracting Parties to the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, herein-
after referred to as ‘the Member States’,

THE EUROPEAN UNION, hereinafter referred to as ‘the Union’ or ‘the EU’ and

THE EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY, hereinafter referred to as ‘the Euratom’
of the one part, and

THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

of the other part,

hereafter jointly referred to as ‘the Parties’,

CONSIDERING the common values and strong links of the Parties, established in the past through the Partnership and Co-
operation Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of
Moldova, of the other part, and being developed within the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy and the
Eastern Partnership, and recognising the common desire of the Parties to further develop, strengthen and extend their
relations;

ACKNOWLEDGING the European aspirations and the European choice of the Republic of Moldova;

RECOGNISING that the common values on which the EU is built — namely democracy, respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law — lie also at the heart of political association and economic integration as
envisaged in this Agreement;

TAKING into account that this Agreement will not prejudice, and leaves open, the way for future progressive develop-
ments in EU-Republic of Moldova relations;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the Republic of Moldova as a European country shares a common history and common values
with the Member States and is committed to implementing and promoting those values, which for the Republic of
Moldova inspire its European choice;

RECOGNISING the importance of the EU-Republic of Moldova European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plan of February
2005 in strengthening EU-Republic of Moldova relations and in helping to move the reform and approximation process
in the Republic of Moldova forward, thus contributing to gradual economic integration and deepening of political associ-
ation;

COMMITTED to strengthening respect for fundamental freedoms, human rights, including the rights of persons belonging
to minorities, democratic principles, the rule of law, and good governance;

RECALLING in particular their will to promote human rights, democracy and the rule of law, including by cooperating to
that end within the framework of the Council of Europe;

WILLING to contribute to the political and socioeconomic development of the Republic of Moldova, through wide-
ranging cooperation in a broad spectrum of areas of common interest, including in the field of good governance,
freedom, security and justice, trade integration and enhanced economic cooperation, employment and social policy,
financial management, public administration and civil service reform, civil society participation, institution building,
reduction of poverty, and sustainable development;
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COMMITTED to all the principles and provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), in particular of the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe and the concluding documents of the Madrid and Vienna Conferences of 1991 and 1992 respect-
ively, and the Charter of Paris for a New Europe of 1990, as well as the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948 and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950;

RECALLING their will to promote international peace and security as well as engaging in effective multilateralism and the
peaceful settlement of disputes, in particular by cooperating to that end within the framework of the United Nations
(UN) and the OSCE;

RECOGNISING the importance of the active participation of the Republic of Moldova in regional cooperation formats;

DESIROUS to further develop regular political dialogue on bilateral and international issues of mutual interest, including
regional aspects, taking into account the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CESP) of the EU, including the Common
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP);

TAKING ACCOUNT of the EU’s willingness to support the international effort to strengthen the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Republic of Moldova and to contribute to the reintegration of the country;

RECOGNISING the importance of the commitment of the Republic of Moldova to a viable settlement of the Transnistrian
conflict, and the EU’'s commitment to support post-conflict rehabilitation;

COMMITTED to preventing and combating all forms of organised crime, trafficking in human beings and corruption, and
to stepping up cooperation in the fight against terrorism;

COMMITTED to deepening their dialogue and cooperation on mobility, migration, asylum and border management in the
spirit of the EU external migration policy framework aiming at cooperation on legal migration, including circular migra-
tion and tackling illegal migration, as well as ensuring the efficient implementation of the Agreement between the Euro-
pean Community and the Republic of Moldova on the readmission of persons residing without authorisation;

RECOGNISING the gradual steps being taken towards a visa-free regime for the citizens of the Republic of Moldova in
due course, provided that the conditions for well-managed and secure mobility are in place;

CONFIRMING that the provisions of this Agreement that fall within the scope of Title V of Part Three of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union bind the United Kingdom and Ireland as separate Contracting Parties, and not as
part of the EU, unless the EU together with the United Kingdom and/or Ireland have jointly notified the Republic of
Moldova that the United Kingdom or Ireland is bound as part of the EU in accordance with Protocol No 21 on the pos-
ition of the United Kingdom and Ireland in respect of the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice, annexed to the Treaty
on European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. If the United Kingdom and/or Ireland
ceases to be bound as part of the EU in accordance with Article 4a of that Protocol, the EU together with the United
Kingdom and|or Ireland shall immediately inform the Republic of Moldova of any change in their position, in which
case they shall remain bound by the provisions of this Agreement in their own right. The same applies to Denmark, in
accordance with Protocol No 22 on the position of Denmark, annexed to those Treaties;

COMMITTED to the principles of free market economy and confirming the readiness of the EU to contribute to the
economic reforms in the Republic of Moldova;

COMMITTED to respecting environmental needs, including transboundary cooperation on, and implementation of, multi-
lateral international agreements, and to respecting the principles of sustainable development;

DESIROUS to achieve gradual economic integration in the EU internal market as stipulated in this Agreement, inter alia,
through a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), as an integral part of this Agreement;

WILLING to create a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, which will provide for far-reaching regulatory approxima-
tion and market access liberalisation, in compliance with the rights and obligations arising out of the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO) membership of the Parties and the transparent application of those rights and obligations;

BELIEVING that this Agreement will create a new climate for economic relations between the Parties and above all for the
development of trade and investment, and will stimulate competition, which are factors crucial to economic restruc-
turing and modernisation;
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COMMITTED to enhancing the security of energy supply, facilitating the development of appropriate infrastructure,
increasing market integration and regulatory approximation towards key elements of the EU acquis, and promoting
energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources;

ACKNOWLEDGING the need for enhanced energy cooperation, and the commitment of the Parties to implement the
Treaty establishing the Energy Community (the Energy Community Treaty);

WILLING to improve the level of public health safety and protection of human health as a precondition for sustainable
development and economic growth;

COMMITTED to enhancing people-to-people contacts, including through cooperation and exchanges in the fields of
research and development, education and culture;

COMMITTED to promoting cross-border and inter-regional cooperation, in the spirit of good neighbourly relations;

RECOGNISING the commitment of the Republic of Moldova to progressively approximate its legislation in the relevant
sectors with that of the EU, and to implement it effectively;

RECOGNISING the commitment of the Republic of Moldova to develop its administrative and institutional infrastructure
to the extent necessary to enforce this Agreement;

TAKING account of the willingness of the EU to provide support for the implementation of reforms, and to use all avail-
able instruments of cooperation and technical, financial and economic assistance in that endeavour,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1
Objectives

1. An association is hereby established between the Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic
of Moldova, of the other part.

2. The aims of that association are:

(a) to promote political association and economic integration between the Parties based on common values and close
links, including by increasing the Republic of Moldova’s participation in EU policies, programmes and agencies;

(b) to strengthen the framework for enhanced political dialogue in all areas of mutual interest, providing for the devel-
opment of close political relations between the Parties;

(c) to contribute to the strengthening of democracy and to political, economic and institutional stability in the Republic
of Moldova;

(d) to promote, preserve and strengthen peace and stability in the regional and international dimensions, including
through joining efforts to eliminate sources of tension, enhancing border security, promoting cross-border co-
operation and good neighbourly relations;

(e) to support and enhance cooperation in the area of freedom, security and justice with the aim of reinforcing the rule
of law and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms as well as in the area of mobility and people-to-
people contacts;

(f) to support the efforts of the Republic of Moldova to develop its economic potential via international cooperation,
also through the approximation of its legislation to that of the EU;

(g) to establish conditions for enhanced economic and trade relations leading towards the Republic of Moldova’s gradual
integration in the EU internal market as stipulated in this Agreement, including by setting up a Deep and Compre-
hensive Free Trade Area, which will provide for far-reaching regulatory approximation and market access liberalisa-
tion, in compliance with the rights and obligations arising out of WTO membership and the transparent application
of those rights and obligations; and

(h) to establish conditions for increasingly close cooperation in other areas of mutual interest.
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TITLE I
GENERAL PRINCIPLES
Article 2

1. Respect for the democratic principles, human rights and fundamental freedoms, as proclaimed in the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights and as defined in the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Funda-
mental Freedoms, the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and the
Charter of Paris for a New Europe of 1990, shall form the basis of the domestic and external policies of the Parties and
constitute an essential element of this Agreement. Countering the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, related
materials and their means of delivery also constitutes an essential element of this Agreement.

2. The Parties reiterate their commitment to the principles of a free market economy, sustainable development and
effective multilateralism.

3. The Parties reaffirm their respect for the principles of the rule of law and good governance, as well as their inter-
national obligations, notably under the UN, the Council of Europe and the OSCE.

4.  The Parties commit themselves to foster cooperation and good neighbourly relations, including cooperation on the
development of projects of common interest, notably those related to preventing and combating corruption, criminal
activities, organised or otherwise, including those of transnational character, and terrorism. That commitment constitutes
a key factor in the development of the relations and cooperation between the Parties and contributes to regional peace
and stability.

TITLE II
POLITICAL DIALOGUE AND REFORM, COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY
Article 3
Aims of political dialogue

1. Political dialogue on all areas of mutual interest, including foreign and security matters as well as domestic reform,
shall be further developed and strengthened between the Parties. That will increase the effectiveness of political co-
operation and promote convergence on foreign and security matters.

2. The aims of political dialogue shall be:
(a) to deepen political association and increase political and security policy convergence and effectiveness;
(b) to promote international stability and security based on effective multilateralism;

(c) to strengthen cooperation and dialogue between the Parties on international security and crisis management, particu-
larly in order to address global and regional challenges and key threats;

(d) to foster result-oriented and practical cooperation between the Parties for achieving peace, security and stability on
the European continent;

(e) to strengthen respect for democratic principles, the rule of law and good governance, human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities, and to contribute to consolidating domestic poli-
tical reforms;

(f) to develop dialogue and to deepen cooperation of the Parties in the field of security and defence; and

(g) to respect and promote the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity, inviolability of borders and indepen-
dence.

Article 4
Domestic reform

The Parties shall cooperate on the following areas:

(a) developing, consolidating and increasing the stability and effectiveness of democratic institutions and the rule of law;
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(b) ensuring respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

(c) making further progress on judicial and legal reform, so as to secure the independence of the judiciary, strengthen
its administrative capacity and guarantee impartiality and effectiveness of law enforcement bodies;

(d) further pursuing the public administration reform and building an accountable, efficient, transparent and profes-
sional civil service; and

(e) ensuring effectiveness in the fight against corruption, particularly in view of enhancing international cooperation on
combating corruption, and ensuring effective implementation of relevant international legal instruments, such as the
United Nations Convention Against Corruption of 2003.

Article 5
Foreign and security policy

1. The Parties shall intensify their dialogue and cooperation and promote gradual convergence in the area of foreign
and security policy, including the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP), and shall address in particular issues of
conflict prevention and crisis management, regional stability, disarmament, non-proliferation, arms control and export
control. Cooperation shall be based on common values and mutual interests, and shall aim at increasing policy conver-
gence and effectiveness, making use of bilateral, international and regional fora.

2. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to the principles of respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, inviol-
ability of borders and independence, as established in the Charter of the United Nations and the Helsinki Final Act of
1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and their commitment to promote those principles in
their bilateral and multilateral relations.

Article 6
International Criminal Court

1. The Parties reaffirm that the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole must not
go unpunished and that their effective prosecution must be ensured by taking measures at the national and international
level, including the International Criminal Court (ICC).

2. The Parties consider that the establishment and effective functioning of the ICC constitutes an important develop-
ment for international peace and justice. The Parties agree to support the ICC by implementing the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court and its related instruments, giving due regard to preserving its integrity.

Article 7
Conflict prevention and crisis management

The Parties shall enhance practical cooperation in conflict prevention and crisis management, in particular with a view
to the possible participation of the Republic of Moldova in EU-led civilian and military crisis management operations as
well as relevant exercises and training, on a case-by-case basis and following a possible invitation by the EU.

Article 8
Regional stability

1. The Parties shall intensify their joint efforts to promote stability, security and democratic development in the
region and, in particular, shall work together for the peaceful settlement of regional conflicts.

2. The Parties reiterate their commitment to a sustainable solution to the Transnistrian issue, in full respect of the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova, as well as to facilitating jointly post-conflict rehabilita-
tion. Pending its resolution and without prejudice to the established negotiating format, the Transnistrian issue will
constitute one of the central subjects on the agenda of political dialogue and cooperation between the Parties, as well as
in the dialogue and cooperation with other interested international actors.
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3. Those efforts shall follow commonly shared principles of maintaining international peace and security as estab-
lished by the Charter of the United Nations, the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe and other relevant multilateral documents.

Article 9
Weapons of mass destruction

1. The Parties consider that the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their means of delivery,
both to state and non-state actors, represents one of the most serious threats to international peace and stability. The
Parties therefore agree to cooperate and contribute to countering the proliferation of WMD and their means of delivery
through full compliance with, and national implementation of, their existing obligations under international disarma-
ment and non-proliferation treaties and agreements, and other relevant international obligations. The Parties agree that
this provision constitutes an essential element of this Agreement.

2. The Parties furthermore agree to cooperate and to contribute to countering the proliferation of WMD and their
means of delivery by:

(a) taking steps to ratify, or accede to, as appropriate, and fully implement all other relevant international instruments;
and

(b) establishing an effective system of national export controls, controlling the export as well as transit of WMD-related
goods, including a WMD end-use control on dual-use technologies, and containing effective sanctions for breaches
of export controls.

3. The Parties agree to establish a regular political dialogue that will accompany and consolidate those elements.

Article 10
Small arms and light weapons and conventional arms export control

1. The Parties recognise that the illicit manufacture, transfer and circulation of small arms and light weapons (SALW),
including their ammunition, and their excessive accumulation, poor management, inadequately secured stockpiles and
uncontrolled spread continue to pose a serious threat to peace and international security.

2. The Parties agree to observe and fully implement their respective obligations to deal with the illicit trade in SALW,
including their ammunition, under existing international agreements and UN Security Council resolutions, as well as
their commitments within the framework of other international instruments applicable in that area, such as the UN
Programme of Action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects.

3. The Parties shall undertake to cooperate and to ensure coordination, complementarity and synergy in their efforts
to deal with the illicit trade in SALW, including their ammunition, and the destruction of excessive stockpiles, at global,
regional, sub-regional and national level.

4.  Furthermore, the Parties agree to continue to cooperate in the area of conventional arms export control, in the
light of the Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control
of exports of military technology and equipment.

5. The Parties agree to establish a regular political dialogue that will accompany and consolidate those undertakings.

Article 11
International cooperation in the fight against terrorism

1. The Parties agree to work together at bilateral, regional and international level to prevent and combat terrorism in
accordance with international law, relevant UN resolutions, international human rights standards, and refugee and huma-
nitarian law.
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2. To that effect, they shall in particular cooperate so as to deepen international consensus on the fight against
terrorism, including on the legal definition of terrorist acts and by working towards an agreement on the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism.

3. The Parties shall, in the framework of the full implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) and
other relevant UN instruments and of applicable international conventions and instruments, exchange information on
terrorist organisations and groups and their activities and support networks in accordance with international law and
the legislation of the Parties.

TITLE III
FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE
Article 12
Rule of law

1. In their cooperation in the area of freedom, security and justice the Parties shall attach particular importance to
the promotion of the rule of law, including the independence of the judiciary, access to justice, and the right to a fair
trial.

2. The Parties will cooperate fully on the effective functioning of institutions in the areas of law enforcement and the
administration of justice.

3. Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms will guide all cooperation on freedom, security and justice.

Article 13
Protection of personal data

1. The Parties agree to cooperate in order to ensure a high level of protection of personal data in accordance with
EU, Council of Europe and international legal instruments and standards.

2. Any processing of personal data shall be subject to the legal provisions referred to in Annex I to this Agreement.
The transfer of personal data between the Parties shall only take place if such transfer is necessary for the implementa-
tion, by the competent authorities of the Parties, of this or other agreements concluded between the Parties.

Article 14
Cooperation on migration, asylum and border management

1. The Parties reaffirm the importance of a joint management of migration flows between their territories and shall
strengthen the existing comprehensive dialogue on all migration-related issues, including legal migration, international
protection, illegal migration, smuggling and trafficking in human beings.

2. Cooperation will be based on a specific needs assessment, conducted in mutual consultation between the Parties,
and implemented in accordance with their relevant legislation in force. It will, in particular, focus on:

(a) the root causes and the consequences of migration;
(b) the development and implementation of national legislation and practices as regards international protection, with a
view to satisfying the provisions of the Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 and of the

Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees of 1967 and of other relevant international instruments, and to ensuring
the respect of the principle of ‘non-refoulement’;

(c) the admission rules and rights and status of persons admitted, fair treatment and integration of lawfully residing
non-nationals, education and training, and measures against racism and xenophobia;

Irish Treaty Series No. 12 of 2016



L 260/12 Official Journal of the European Union 30.8.2014

(d) the establishment of an effective and preventive policy against illegal immigration, smuggling of migrants and traf-
ficking in human beings, including the issue of how to combat networks of smugglers and traffickers and how to
protect the victims of such trafficking;

(e) the promotion and facilitation of the return of illegal migrants; and

(f) in the area of border management and document security, on issues of organisation, training, best practices and
other operational measures as well as strengthening cooperation between the European Agency for the Management
of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member States of the European Union (Frontex) and the
Border Guard Service of the Republic of Moldova.

3. Cooperation may also facilitate circular migration for the benefit of development.

Article 15
Movement of persons

1. The Parties will ensure the full implementation of:

(a) the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Moldova on the readmission of persons
residing without authorisation, which entered into force on 1 January 2008; and

(b) the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Moldova on the facilitation of the issuance of
visas, which entered into force on 1 January 2008, as amended on 27 June 2012.

2. The Parties shall endeavour to enhance mobility of citizens and shall take gradual steps towards the shared objec-
tive of a visa-free regime in due course, provided that the conditions for well-managed and secure mobility, set out in
the Action Plan on Visa Liberalisation, are in place.

Article 16
Preventing and combating organised crime, corruption and other illegal activities

1. The Parties shall cooperate on preventing and combating all forms of criminal and illegal activities, organised or
otherwise, including those of a transnational character, such as:

(a) smuggling and trafficking in human beings;
(b) smuggling and trafficking in goods, including in small arms and illicit drugs;
(¢) illegal economic and financial activities such as counterfeiting, fiscal fraud and public procurement fraud;

(d) fraud, as referred to in Title VI (Financial Assistance, and Anti-Fraud and Control Provisions) of this Agreement, in
projects funded by international donors;

(e) active and passive corruption, both in the private and public sector, including the abuse of functions and trading in
influence;

(f) forging documents and submitting false statements; and
(@) cyber crime.

2. The Parties shall enhance bilateral, regional and international cooperation among law enforcement bodies,
including strengthening cooperation between the European Police Office (Europol) and the relevant authorities of the
Republic of Moldova. The Parties are committed to implementing effectively the relevant international standards, and in
particular those enshrined in the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC) of 2000
and its three Protocols, the United Nations Convention against Corruption of 2003, and relevant Council of Europe
instruments on preventing and combating corruption.
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Article 17
Tackling illicit drugs

1. Within their respective powers and competencies, the Parties shall cooperate to ensure a balanced and integrated
approach towards drug issues. Drug policies and actions shall be aimed at reinforcing structures for tackling illicit drugs,
reducing the supply of, trafficking in and the demand for illicit drugs, coping with the health and social consequences of
drug abuse, as well as at a more effective prevention of diversion of chemical precursors used for the illicit manufacture
of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

2. The Parties shall agree on the necessary methods of cooperation to attain those objectives. Actions shall be based
on commonly agreed principles along the lines of the relevant international conventions, the EU Drugs Strategy
(2013-20), the Political Declaration on the guiding principles of drug demand reduction, approved by the United
Nations General Assembly Twentieth Special Session on Drugs in June 1998.

Article 18
Money laundering and financing of terrorism

1. The Parties shall cooperate in order to prevent the use of their financial and relevant non-financial systems to
launder the proceeds of criminal activities, as well as for the purpose of financing of terrorism. That cooperation
extends to the recovery of assets or funds derived from the proceeds of crime.

2. Cooperation in this area shall allow exchanges of relevant information within the framework of respective legisla-
tions and the adoption of appropriate standards to combat money laundering and financing of terrorism, equivalent to
those adopted by relevant international bodies active in this area, such as the Financial Action Task Force on Money
Laundering (FATF).

Article 19
Combating terrorism

The Parties agree to cooperate in the prevention and suppression of acts of terrorism in full respect for the rule of law,
international human rights, and refugee and humanitarian law and in accordance with the UN Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy of 2006 as well as their respective laws and regulations. They shall do so, in particular in the framework of the
full implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions 1267 (1999), 1373 (2001), 1540 (2004) and 1904 (2009) and
other relevant UN instruments, and applicable international conventions and instruments:

(a) by exchanging information on terrorist groups and their support networks in accordance with international and
national law;

(b) by exchanging views on terrorism trends and on means and methods of combating terrorism, including in technical
areas and training, and by exchanging experiences in respect of the prevention of terrorism; and

(c) by sharing best practices in the area of protection of human rights in the fight against terrorism.

Article 20
Legal cooperation

1. The Parties agree to develop judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters as regards the negotiation, ratifi-
cation and implementation of multilateral conventions on civil judicial cooperation and, in particular, the conventions of
the Hague Conference on Private International Law in the field of international legal cooperation and litigation as well as
the protection of children.

2. As regards judicial cooperation in criminal matters, the Parties will seek to enhance cooperation on mutual legal
assistance. That would include, where appropriate, accession to, and implementation of, the relevant international instru-
ments of the UN and the Council of Europe and closer cooperation with Eurojust.
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TITLE IV
ECONOMIC AND OTHER SECTORAL COOPERATION

CHAPTER 1
Public administration reform
Article 21

Cooperation shall focus on the development of efficient and accountable public administration in the Republic of
Moldova, with the aim of supporting implementation of the rule of law, ensuring that state institutions work for the
benefit of the entire population of the Republic of Moldova, and promoting the smooth development of relations
between the Republic of Moldova and its partners. Particular attention will be given to the modernisation and develop-
ment of executive functions, with the goal of providing quality services to the citizens of the Republic of Moldova.

Article 22

Cooperation shall cover the following areas:

(a) the institutional and functional development of public authorities, in order to increase the efficiency of their activity
and to ensure an efficient, participatory and transparent decision-making and strategic planning process;

(b) modernisation of public services, including the introduction and implementation of e-Governance, with a view to
increasing the efficiency of service delivery to citizens and reducing the costs of doing business;

(c) creation of a professional civil service based on the principle of managerial accountability and effective delegation of
authority, as well as fair and transparent recruitment, training, assessment and remuneration;

(d) effective and professional human resource management and career development; and

(e) the promotion of ethical values in the civil service.

Article 23

Cooperation shall cover all levels of public administration, including local administration.

CHAPTER 2
Economic dialogue
Article 24

1. The EU and the Republic of Moldova shall facilitate the process of economic reform by improving the under-
standing of the fundamentals of their respective economies. Cooperation between the Parties shall aim to promote
economic policies pertinent to functioning market economies as well as the formulation and implementation of those
economic policies.

2. The Republic of Moldova shall strive to establish a functioning market economy and to gradually approximate its
policies to those of the EU, in accordance with the guiding principles of sound macroeconomic and fiscal policies,
including central bank independence and price stability, sound public finances and a sustainable balance of payments.

Article 25

1. To those ends, the Parties agree to cooperate in the following areas:

(a) exchange of information on macroeconomic policies and structural reforms as well as on macroeconomic perform-
ance and prospects, and on strategies for economic development;
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(b) joint analysis of economic issues of mutual interest, including economic policy measures and the instruments for
implementing them, such as methods for economic forecasting and elaboration of strategic policy documents, with a
view to strengthening the policy-making of the Republic of Moldova in line with EU principles and practices; and

(c) exchange of expertise in the macroeconomic and macrofinancial sphere, including public finances, financial sector
developments and regulation, monetary and exchange rate policies and frameworks, external financial assistance, and
€conomic statistics.

2. Cooperation will also include exchange of information concerning the principles and functioning of the European
economic and monetary union.

Article 26

A regular dialogue will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

CHAPTER 3
Company law, accounting and auditing and corporate governance
Article 27

1. Recognising the importance of an effective set of rules and practices in the areas of company law and corporate
governance, as well as in accounting and auditing, for the creation of a fully-functioning market economy and for
fostering trade, the Parties agree to cooperate:

(a) on the protection of sharcholders, creditors and other stakeholders in line with EU rules in this area;

(b) on the introduction of relevant international standards at national level and gradual approximation of the rules of
the Republic of Moldova with those of the EU in the field of accounting and auditing; and

(c) on further development of corporate governance policy in line with international standards, as well as gradual
approximation of the rules of the Republic of Moldova with the EU rules and recommendations in this area.

2. The relevant EU rules and recommendations are listed in Annex II to this Agreement.

Article 28

The Parties will aim at sharing information and expertise on both existing systems and relevant new developments in
those areas. In addition, the Parties will seek to improve information exchange between the business registers of Member
States and the national register of companies of the Republic of Moldova.

Article 29

A regular dialogue will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 30
The Republic of Moldova shall carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments
referred to in Annex II to this Agreement according to the provisions of that Annex.

CHAPTER 4

Employment, social policy and equal opportunities

Article 31
The Parties shall strengthen their dialogue and cooperation on promoting the International Labour Organisation (ILO)
Decent Work Agenda, employment policy, health and safety at work, social dialogue, social protection, social inclusion,

gender equality and anti-discrimination, and social rights, and thereby contribute to the promotion of more and better
jobs, poverty reduction, enhanced social cohesion, sustainable development and improved quality of life.
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Article 32

Cooperation, based on exchange of information and best practices, may cover a selected number of issues to be identi-
fied among the following areas:

(a) poverty reduction and the enhancement of social cohesion;

(b) employment policy, aiming at more and better jobs with decent working conditions, including with a view to redu-
cing the informal economy and informal employment;

(c) promoting active labour market measures and efficient employment services to modernise the labour markets and to
adapt to labour market needs;

(d) fostering more inclusive labour markets and social safety systems that integrate disadvantaged people, including
people with disabilities and people from minority groups;

(e) efficient management of labour migration, aiming at strengthening its positive impact on development;

(f) equal opportunities, aiming at enhancing gender equality and ensuring equal opportunities between women and
men, as well as combating discrimination on all grounds;

(g) social policy, aiming at enhancing the level of social protection, including social assistance and social insurance, and
modernising social protection systems, in terms of quality, accessibility and financial sustainability;

(h) enhancing the participation of social partners and promoting social dialogue, including through strengthening the
capacity of all relevant stakeholders; and

(i) promoting health and safety at work.

Article 33

The Parties shall encourage the involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including civil society organisations and in par-
ticular social partners, in policy development and reforms in the Republic of Moldova and in the cooperation between
the Parties under this Agreement.

Article 34
The Parties shall aim at enhancing cooperation on employment and social policy matters in all relevant regional, multi-
lateral and international fora and organisations.

Article 35

The Parties shall promote corporate social responsibility and accountability and encourage responsible business practices,
such as those promoted by the UN Global Compact and the ILO tripartite declaration of principles concerning multina-
tional enterprises and social policy.

Article 36

A regular dialogue will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 37

The Republic of Moldova shall carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments
referred to in Annex III to this Agreement according to the provisions of that Annex.
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CHAPTER 5
Consumer protection
Article 38

The Parties shall cooperate in order to ensure a high level of consumer protection and to achieve compatibility between
their systems of consumer protection.

Article 39

In order to achieve those objectives, the cooperation may comprise, when appropriate:

(a) aiming at the approximation of consumer legislation, based on the priorities in Annex IV to this Agreement, while
avoiding barriers to trade for ensuring consumers’ real choices;

(b) promoting exchange of information on consumer protection systems, including consumer legislation and its en-
forcement, consumer product safety, including market surveillance, consumer information systems and tools,
consumer education, empowerment and consumer redress, and sales and service contracts concluded between
traders and consumers;

(c) promoting training activities for administration officials and other consumer interest representatives; and
(d) encouraging the development of independent consumer associations, including non-governmental consumer organ-

isations (NGOs), and contacts between consumer representatives, as well as collaboration between authorities and
NGOs in the field of consumer protection.

Article 40

The Republic of Moldova shall carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments
referred to in Annex IV to this Agreement according to the provisions of that Annex.

CHAPTER 6
Statistics
Article 41

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation on statistical issues, thereby contributing to the long-term
objective of providing timely, internationally comparable and reliable statistical data. It is expected that a sustainable, effi-
cient and professionally independent national statistical system shall produce information relevant for citizens, businesses
and decision makers in the EU and in the Republic of Moldova, enabling them to take informed decisions on that basis.
The national statistical system should respect the UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, taking into account
the EU acquis in statistics, including the European Statistics Code of Practice, in order to align the national statistical
system with the European norms and standards.

Article 42

Cooperation shall aim at:

(a) further strengthening the capacity of the national statistical system, focusing on the sound legal basis, production of
adequate data and metadata, dissemination policy and user- friendliness, taking into account various groups of users,
including public and private sectors, the academic community and other users;

(b) progressive alignment of the statistical system of the Republic of Moldova with the European Statistical System;

() fine-tuning of data provision to the EU, taking into account the application of relevant international and European
methodologies, including classifications;

(d) enhancing the professional and management capacity of the national statistical staff to facilitate the application of
EU statistical standards and to contribute to the development of the statistical system of the Republic of Moldova;

Irish Treaty Series No. 12 of 2016



L 260/18 Official Journal of the European Union 30.8.2014

(e) exchanging experience between the Parties on the development of statistical know-how; and

(f) promoting total quality management of all statistical production processes and dissemination.

Article 43

The Parties shall cooperate within the framework of the European Statistical System in which Eurostat is the European
statistical authority. The cooperation shall include a focus on:

(a) demographic statistics, including censuses, and social statistics;

(b) agricultural statistics, including agricultural censuses and environment statistics;

(c) business statistics, including business registers and use of administrative sources for statistical purposes;

(d) macroeconomic statistics, including national accounts, foreign trade statistics, and foreign direct investment statistics;
(e) energy statistics, including balances;

(f) regional statistics; and

(2) horizontal activities, including statistical classifications, quality management, training, dissemination and use of
modern information technologies.

Article 44

The Parties shall, inter alia, exchange information and expertise and shall develop their cooperation, taking into account
the already accumulated experience in the reform of the statistical system launched within the framework of various
assistance programmes. Efforts shall be directed towards further alignment with the EU acquis in statistics, on the basis
of the national strategy for the development of the statistical system of the Republic of Moldova, and taking into
account the development of the European Statistical System. The emphasis in the statistical data production process
shall be the further development of sample surveys and usage of administrative records, while taking into account the
need to reduce the response burden. The data shall be relevant for the designing and monitoring of policies in key areas
of social and economic life.

Article 45

A regular dialogue shall take place on the issues covered by this Chapter. To the extent possible, the activities undertaken
within the European Statistical System, including training, should be open for the participation of the Republic of
Moldova.

Article 46

1. The Parties undertake to establish and revise on a periodic basis a programme of gradual approximation of the
legislation of the Republic of Moldova to the EU acquis in the field of statistics.

2. The EU acquis in the field of statistics is set out in the annually updated Statistical Requirements Compendium,
which is considered by the Parties as annexed to this Agreement (Annex V).
CHAPTER 7
Management of public finances: budget policy, internal control, financial inspection and external audit
Article 47

Cooperation in the field covered by this Chapter will focus on the implementation of international standards as well as
EU good practice in this field, which will contribute to the development of a modern public finance management system
in the Republic of Moldova, compatible with basic EU and international principles of transparency, accountability,
economy, efficiency and effectiveness.
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Article 48
Budget and accounting systems

The Parties shall cooperate in relation to:

(a) improvement and systematisation of regulatory documents on the budgetary, treasury, accounting and reporting
systems and their harmonisation on the basis of international standards, respecting also good practice in the EU
public sector;

(b) continuous development of multi-annual budget planning and the alignment to EU good practice;

(c) studying the practices of the European countries in inter-budget relations, in order to improve this field in the
Republic of Moldova;

(d) fostering approximation of procurement procedures with existing practices in the EU; and

(e) exchange of information, experiences and good practice, including through personnel exchange and joint training in

this field.

Article 49
Internal control, financial inspection and external audit

The Parties shall also cooperate in relation to:

(a) further improvement of the internal control system (including a functionally independent internal audit function) in
state and local authorities by means of harmonisation with generally accepted international standards and methodol-
ogies and EU good practice;

(b) the development of an adequate financial inspection system that will complement but not duplicate the internal
audit function and will ensure adequate control coverage of government income and expenditure during a transi-
tional period and thereafter;

(c) effective cooperation between the actors involved in financial management and control, audit and inspection with
the actors for budget, treasury and accounting to foster the development of governance;

(d) strengthening the competences of the Central Harmonisation Unit for the Public Internal Financial Control (PIFC);

(e) the implementation of internationally accepted external audit standards by the International Organisation of
Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI); and

(f) exchange of information, experiences and good practice through, inter alia, personnel exchange and joint training in
this field.

Article 50
Fight against fraud and corruption

The Parties shall also cooperate in relation to:
(a) exchanging information, experience and good practice;

(b) improving methods to combat and prevent fraud and corruption in the areas covered by this Chapter, including co-
operation between relevant administrative bodies; and

(c) ensuring effective cooperation with the relevant EU institutions and bodies, in the case of on-the-spot checks, inspec-
tions and audits related to the management and control of EU funds, according to relevant rules and procedures.

Article 51

A regular dialogue will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.
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CHAPTER 8
Taxation
Article 52

The Parties shall cooperate to enhance good governance in the tax area, with a view to the further improvement of
economic relations, trade, investment and fair competition.

Article 53

With reference to Article 52 of this Agreement, the Parties recognise and commit themselves to implement the prin-
ciples of good governance in the tax area, i.e. the principles of transparency, exchange of information and fair tax
competition, as subscribed to by Member States at EU level. To that effect, without prejudice to EU and Member State
competences, the Parties will improve international cooperation in the tax area, facilitate the collection of legitimate tax
revenues, and develop measures for the effective implementation of the above mentioned principles.

Article 54

The Parties shall enhance and strengthen their cooperation aimed at the improvement and development of the Republic
of Moldova’s tax system and administration, including the enhancement of collection and control capacity, with a
specific focus on Value Added Tax (VAT) refund procedures, to avoid accumulation of arrears, ensure effective tax collec-
tion and reinforce the fight against tax fraud and tax avoidance. The Parties shall strive to enhance cooperation and
sharing of experiences in combating tax fraud, and in particular carousel fraud.

Article 55

The Parties shall develop their cooperation and harmonise policies in counteracting and fighting fraud and the smuggling
of excisable products. That cooperation will include, inter alia, the gradual approximation of excise rates on tobacco
products, as far as possible, taking into account the constraints of the regional context, including through a dialogue at
regional level and in line with the World Health Organisation Framework Convention on Tobacco Control of 2003
(WHO FCTQ). To that end, the Parties will strive to strengthen their cooperation within the regional context.

Article 56

A regular dialogue will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 57

The Republic of Moldova shall carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments
referred to in Annex VI to this Agreement according to the provisions of that Annex.

CHAPTER 9
Financial services
Article 58

Recognising the relevance of an effective set of rules and practices in the areas of financial services to establish a fully-
functioning market economy and in order to foster trade exchanges among the Parties, the Parties agree to cooperate in
the area of financial services in line with the following objectives:

(a) supporting the process of adapting financial services regulation to the needs of an open market economy;

(b) ensuring effective and adequate protection of investors and other consumers of financial services;
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(c) ensuring the stability and integrity of the financial system of the Republic of Moldova in its entirety;
(d) promoting cooperation between different actors of the financial system, including regulators and supervisors; and

(e) ensuring independent and effective supervision.

Article 59

1. The Parties shall encourage cooperation between relevant regulatory and supervisory authorities, including infor-
mation exchange, sharing of expertise on financial markets and other such measures.

2. Special attention shall be paid to the development of administrative capacity of such authorities, including through
personnel exchange and joint training.

Article 60

A regular dialogue will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 61

The Republic of Moldova shall carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments
referred to in Annex XXVIII-A to this Agreement, according to the provisions of that Annex.

CHAPTER 10
Industrial and enterprise policy
Article 62

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation on industrial and enterprise policy, thereby improving the
business environment for all economic operators, but with particular emphasis on small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs). Enhanced cooperation should improve the administrative and regulatory framework for both EU businesses and
businesses of the Republic of Moldova operating in the EU and in the Republic of Moldova, and should be based on the
EU’s SME and industrial policies, taking into account internationally recognised principles and practices in this field.

Article 63

To those ends, the Parties shall cooperate in order to:

(a) implement strategies for SME development, based on the principles of the Small Business Act for Europe, and moni-
toring of the implementation process through regular reporting and dialogue. That cooperation will also include a
focus on micro enterprises, which are extremely important for both the economies of the EU and of the Republic of
Moldova;

(b) create better framework conditions, via the exchange of information and good practice, thereby contributing to
improving competitiveness. That cooperation will include the management of structural changes (restructuring), the
development of public-private partnerships, and environmental and energy issues, such as energy efficiency and
cleaner production;

(c) simplify and rationalise regulations and regulatory practice, with specific focus on exchange of good practice on
regulatory techniques, including the EU’s principles;

(d) encourage the development of innovation policy, via the exchange of information and good practice regarding the
commercialisation of research and development (including support instruments for technology-based business start-
ups), cluster development and access to finance;

(e) encourage greater contacts between EU businesses and businesses of the Republic of Moldova and between those
businesses and the authorities of the EU and the Republi